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2 - The Kingdom Of God, The Sower & How To Be Ready For Harvest
Bible Sermon Study Notes: Pastor Sean Davis

“When the multitude had departed, the twelve with the other believers gathered about him, and asked
him to explain it to them. "And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the
kingdom of God; but unto them that are without, all these

things are done in parables; that seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and
not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and their sins should be forgiven them. And
he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?" In these words
he explained that his illustrations were to awaken thought in the minds of his hearers. If they desired a
fuller explanation of his words they could ask it of him, as the disciples had done, and receive it.”

{Spirit Of Prophecy Vol. 2 Pg. 235.2}

The parable of the sower was not fully understood by the people so Jesus expounded more on the
sower and also the heart of the good soil. -Matthew 4:26

Section 1: The Kingdom Of Heaven!

John The Baptist Message- Matthew 3:1-2
Jesus' Message- Matthew 4:17
Disciple's Message- Matthew 10:7

What does Jesus mean when He says the kingdom of God/heaven is at hand? Was He talking
about establishing a physical kingdom at that time?

Luke 17:20-21

Observation| GREEK Jparatérésis
par-at-ay'-ray-sis

From G3906; inspection, that is, ocular evidence: - observation.

Romans 14:17
17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.

Some of the Pharisees had come to Jesus demanding "when the kingdom of God should come." More
than three years had passed since John the Baptist gave the message that like a trumpet call had
sounded through the land, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand." Matthew 3:2. And as yet these
Pharisees saw no indication of the establishment of the kingdom. Many of those who rejected John, and
at every step had opposed Jesus, were insinuating that His mission had failed. {DA 506.1}

Jesus answered, "The kingdom of God cometh not with outward show; [margin]: neither shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you." The kingdom of God begins in
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the heart. Look not here or there for manifestations of earthly power to mark its coming. {DA 506.2}

What should we be seeking after in these last days?

Matthew 6:33

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.

There are instances where the bible mentions the kingdom of God in light of His second coming. When
the bible mentions the kingdom of God/heaven it is speaking of either the Kingdom of Glory or
Kingdom Of Grace as we will study. So far we see in the parable and we saw in other scriptures that
Christ was referring to the kingdom of grace and it's effect on the heart of man. Christ did not come as
the Jews expected Him to, which was to usher in a kingdom of glory by exalting them as a nation,
glorifying them as a nation. The Jews rejected Christ because He did not come in accordance with their
desires and expectations.

Why could not the Jews see or understand Christ's mission?

Matthew 15:14
14 Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both
shall fall into the ditch.

The people were blind because they were following a blind leadership!

Why couldn't the leaders see this truth? John 3:1-6

See[GREEK ]eidd
Thayer Definition:

1) to see
la) to perceive with the eyes
1b) to perceive by any of the senses
I¢) to perceive, notice, discern, discover
1d) to see

2 Corinthians 4:4
4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

1 Corinthians 2:14
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

Nicodemus had come to the Lord thinking to enter into a discussion with Him, but Jesus laid bare the
foundation principles of truth. He said to Nicodemus, It is not theoretical knowledge you need so much
as spiritual regeneration. You need not to have your curiosity satisfied, but to have a new heart. You
must receive a new life from above before you can appreciate heavenly things. Until this change takes
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place, making all things new, it will result in no saving good for you to discuss with Me My authority
or My mission. {DA 171.1}

Jesus virtually says to Nicodemus: It is not controversy that will help your case: it is not arguments that
will bring light to the soul. You must have a new heart, or you cannot discern the kingdom of heaven It
is not greater evidence that will bring you into a right position, but new purposes, new springs of
action. You must be born again. Until this change takes place, making all things new, the strongest
evidences that could be presented would be useless. The want is in your own heart; everything must be
changed, or you cannot see the kingdom of God. {TM 368.1}

Christ's mission was not understood by the people of His time. The manner of His coming was not in
accordance with their expectations. The Lord Jesus was the foundation of the whole Jewish economy.
Its imposing services were of divine appointment. They were designed to teach the people that at the
time appointed One would come to whom those ceremonies pointed. But the Jews had exalted the
forms and ceremonies and had lost sight of their object. The traditions, maxims, and enactments of men
hid from them the lessons which God intended to convey. These maxims and traditions became an
obstacle to their understanding and practice of true religion. And when the Reality came, in the person
of Christ, they did not recognize in Him the fulfillment of all their types, the substance of all their
shadows. They rejected the antitype, and clung to their types and useless ceremonies. The Son of God
had come, but they continued to ask for a sign. The message, "Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand," they answered by demands for a miracle. Matthew 3:2. The gospel of Christ was a stumbling
block to them because they demanded signs instead of a Saviour. They expected the Messiah to prove
His claims by mighty deeds of conquest, to establish His empire on the ruins of earthly kingdoms. This
expectation Christ answered in the parable of the sower. Not by force of arms, not by violent
interpositions, was the kingdom of God to prevail, but by the implanting of a new principle in the
hearts of men. {COL 34.4}

"He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man." Matthew 13:37. Christ had come, not as a king,
but as a sower; not for the overthrow of kingdoms, but for the scattering of seed; not to point His
followers to earthly triumphs and national greatness, but to a harvest to be gathered after patient toil
and through losses and disappointments. {COL 35.1}

Kingdom Of Grace-Kingdom Of Glory

“And the "kingdom of God" which they had declared to be at hand was established by the death of
Christ. This kingdom was not, as they had been taught to believe, an earthly empire. Nor was it that
future, immortal kingdom which shall be set up when "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of
the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High;" that
everlasting kingdom, in which "all dominions shall serve and obey Him." Daniel 7:27. As used in the
Bible, the expression "kingdom of God" is employed to designate both the kingdom of grace and the
kingdom of glory. The kingdom of grace is brought to view by Paul in the Epistle to the Hebrews. After
pointing to Christ, the compassionate intercessor who is "touched with the feeling of our infirmities,"
the apostle says: "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace." Hebrews 4:15, 16. The throne of grace represents the kingdom of grace; for the existence
of a throne implies the existence of a kingdom. In many of His parables Christ uses the expression "the
kingdom of heaven" to designate the work of divine grace upon the hearts of men. {GC 346.4}

So the throne of glory represents the kingdom of glory; and this kingdom is referred to in the

Saviour's words: "When the Son of man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then
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shall He sit upon the throne of His glory: and before Him shall be gathered all nations." Matthew
25:31, 32. This kingdom is yet future. It is not to be set up until the second advent of Christ. {GC
347.1}

No grace, no glory: Will having no transformation of heart will cause vou to be unready for the
kingdom of glory at the 2nd coming of Christ?

1 Corinthians 6:9-10

9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of

God.

Galatians 5:19-21

19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness,

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,

21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have
also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

Matthew 5:20
20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 18:3
3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not
enter into the kingdom of heaven.

What does the second coming of Jesus usher in?

Matthew 25:31-32

31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory:

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from another, as a
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:

How can I be able to have this heart changing experience? Where do I go to for help?

Hebrews 4:14-16

What happens when I find grace? Titus 2:11-12

I will learn that I must experience a change in heart! The kingdom of God(Grace-Conversion) must be
in me/must be my experience! I must live righteously, a sanctified life in order to enter the Kingdom of
God(Heaven/Earth Made New). The parable that Christ teaches on the blade and the ear teaches how
the kingdom of grace is revealed in the heart and how this experience prepares the individual for the
harvest!
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This is the kingdom of God within you. Day by day men are revealing whether the kingdom of God is
within them. If Christ rules in their hearts, they are gaining strength of principle, power, ability to stand
as faithful sentinels, true reformers; for there can be no reform unless there is thorough cooperation
with Jesus Christ. {20MR 113.1}

Through the grace of Christ men are to use their God-given faculties to reform themselves. By this
self-denying action, which the Lord of heaven looks upon with approval, they gain victories over their
wrong hereditary and cultivated tendencies. Then like Daniel they make impressions upon other hearts
that will never be effaced. The influence will be carried to all parts of the world. {20MR 113.2}

Section 2: The Sower!

Mark 4:26-The Sower= The faithful workers for Jesus!

James 3:18
18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

Ephesians 6:10-11,14-15

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness;

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

Isaiah 52:7

7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth
peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy God
reigneth!

Romans 10:13-15

13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him
of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

We are to preach what gospel?

Matthew 24:14
14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.

Romans 1:16-17
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to

every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.
17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just
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shall live by faith.
2 Thessalonians 2:14

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

Revelation 14:6-12

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto
them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and
worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

8 And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.

9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand,

10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy
angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:

11 And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith
of Jesus.

We cannot be lazy in doing God's work! No work = No Harvest

Ecclesiastes 11:4
4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap.

John 12:24
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth

alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

Who has commissioned us to preach the gospel & Do we need man's approval to do it?

Matthew 28:18-20

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.

19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost:

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Mark 16:15-18

15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.
16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues;

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they
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shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

Jesus worked without authority or training from the priest

Luke 20:1-8

1 And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people in the temple, and
preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes came upon him with the elders,

2 And spake unto him, saying, Tell us, by what authority doest thou these things? or who is he
that gave thee this authority?

3 And he answered and said unto them, I will also ask you one thing; and answer me:

4 The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or of men?

5 And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why
then believed ye him not?

6 But and if we say, Of men; all the people will stone us: for they be persuaded that John was
a prophet.

7 And they answered, that they could not tell whence it was.

8 And Jesus said unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority I do these things.

John The Baptist worked without authority or training from the priest

John 1:19-28
19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to

ask him, Who art thou?

20 And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that
prophet? And he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord,
as said the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that
Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you,
whom ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy
to unloose.

28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.

John found in the wilderness his school and his sanctuary. Like Moses amid the mountains of
Midian, he was shut in by God's presence, and surrounded by the evidences of His power. It was not his
lot to dwell, as did Israel's great leader, amid the solemn majesty of the mountain solitudes; but before
him were the heights of Moab, beyond Jordan, speaking of Him who had set fast the mountains, and
girded them with strength. The gloomy and terrible aspect of nature in his wilderness home vividly
pictured the condition of Israel. The fruitful vineyard of the Lord had become a desolate waste.
But above the desert the heavens bent bright and beautiful. The clouds that gathered, dark with tempest,
were arched by the rainbow of promise. So above Israel's degradation shone the promised glory of the
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Messiah's reign. The clouds of wrath were spanned by the rainbow of His covenant-mercy. {DA
102.4}

The preaching of John had taken so deep a hold on the nation as to demand the
attention of the religious authorities. The danger of insurrection caused every popular
gathering to be looked upon with suspicion by the Romans, and whatever pointed toward an
uprising of the people excited the fears of the Jewish rulers. John had not recognized the
authority of the Sanhedrin by seeking their sanction for his work; and he had
reproved rulers and people, Pharisees and Sadducees alike. Yet the people
followed him eagerly. The interest in his work seemed to be continually increasing.
Though he had not deferred to them, the Sanhedrin accounted that, as a public teacher, he
was under their jurisdiction. {DA 132.2}

A Man Doing A Work Not Under Christ's Ministry

Mark 9:38-40

38 And John answered him, saying, Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name,
and he followeth not us: and we forbad him, because he followeth not us.

39 But Jesus said, Forbid him not: for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my name,
that can lightly speak evil of me.

40 For he that is not against us is on our part.

Followeth(akolouthed)
Thayer Definition:

1) to follow one who precedes, join him as his attendant, accompany him
2) to join one as a disciple, become or be his disciple
2a) side with his party

Forbad(kolud)

ko-loo'-o

From the base of G2849; to estop, that is, prevent (by word or act): - forbid, hinder, keep from, let,
not suffer, withstand.

The Disciples(Opposing Kingly Power that is hindering there work of reaching souls with truth)

Acts 4:18-20

18 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in
the name of Jesus.

19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.

Acts 5:27-29
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27 And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest
asked them,

28 Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this
name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to
bring this man's blood upon us.

29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God
rather than men.

The Church was formed not under or approved by the Sanhedrin(Jewish Conference)

Note: Israel was called “The church in the wilderness”(Acts 7:38) They were brought out of Egypt just
as Seventh-day Adventist were called out of Babylon to share God's mighty cleaver of truth!

Acts 2:41-47

41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there
were added unto them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;

45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.

Are the members of Christ's church just “sitting down always christians? Are
they inactive members? Romans 12:5-8

From the beginning, faithful souls have constituted the church on earth. {AA 11.2}

These faithful members/souls are working agencies- “sowers”
g

The church of Christ is God's appointed agency for the salvation of men. Its mission is to carry
the gospel to the world. And the obligation rests upon all Christians. Everyone, to the extent of his
talent and opportunity, is to fulfill the Saviour's commission. The love of Christ, revealed to us, makes
us debtors to all who know Him not. God has given us light, not for ourselves alone, but to shed upon
them. {SC 81.1}

When our churches will fulfill the duty resting upon them, they will be living, working agencies
for the Master. The manifestation of Christian love will fill the soul with a deeper, more earnest fervor

to work for Him who gave His life to save the world. By being good and doing good Christ's followers
expel selfishness from the soul. To them the most costly sacrifice seems too cheap to give. They see a
large vineyard to be worked, and they realize that they must be prepared by divine grace to labor
patiently, earnestly, in season and out of season, in a sphere which knows no boundaries. They obtain
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victory after victory, increasing in experience and efficiency, extending on all sides their earnest efforts
to win souls for Christ. They use to the best advantage their increasing experience; their hearts are
melted by the love of Christ. {MM 317.1}

The promised influence of the Holy Spirit, which molds and fashions the worker, enables him to co-

operate with heavenly intelligences. Such a worker will be God's living, working agency, through

whom he can manifest himself. But those who are not daily converted to the Master's use, dishonor

their profession of faith. They dishonor the Holy Spirit, who is appointed to aid God's people in the

great and grand work of watching for souls as they that must give account. {RH, March 22, 1898 par.
10}

What is Christianity?--God's instrumentality for the conversion of the sinner. Jesus will call to
account every one who is not brought under his control, who does not demonstrate in his life the
influence of the cross of Calvary. Christ should be uplifted by those whom he has redeemed by dying
on the cross a death of shame. He who has felt the power of the grace of Christ has a story to tell. He
seeks to put in operation methods of work which will diffuse the gospel of Christ. Humanity, drawing
its efficiency from the great source of wisdom, is made the instrumentality, the working agency,
through which the gospel exercises its transforming power on mind and heart. {GCB, April 1,
1899 par. 12}

There is danger in binding every working agency under the dictation of the conference. The Lord
did not design that this should be. The circumstances were such that the burden bearers in the Madison
school could not bind up their work with the conference. I knew their situation, and when many of the
leading men in our conferences ignored them, because they did not place their school under conference
dictation, I was shown that they would not be helped by making themselves amenable to the
conference. They had better remain as led by God, amenable to Him, to work out His plans. But this
matter need not be blazed abroad. {SMR 202.4}

I believe there is one here in this congregation, Shireman by name, who has established church after
church; and how did he establish them? He went into a field where there was nothing. He was a
carpenter. He would build his house, and then call in the people, and hold Bible readings. There he
would work till a good, strong church was established. Then did he stand and say, Look at the good
work I have done?--No; he would go to another place, and repeat the same thing. This he did over
and over again. {GCB, April 8, 1901 par. 37}

Where did this brother get his education?--1 will tell you. He got it in the same manner that John
the Baptist got his education, when he went into the desert and into the wilderness. The priests
and rulers were so troubled and distressed because John did not walk according to the old,
regular order in getting his education. Yet Jesus said there was not a greater prophet than John
the Baptist. {GCB, April 8§, 1901 par. 38}

The Conference should understand that it has no right to send a man to take the work out of the
hands of one who has done the hard labor, gaining his way little by little, by hard strokes, the
Lord working with him, and giving him his hire in souls for his labor. {SpM 192.3}

Study the action of Christ, as recorded in John 4:1-3. In regard to the property which Brother
Shireman has built up, let no selfish greed force him to make it over to the Conference. There may
be other places where he should work, and he should have something with which to operate. If he were
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called away suddenly, he could make this property over to some one he could trust. He should be
allowed to control his own property, the results of his hard labor, and never feel himself destitute.
{SpM 192.4}

Jesus= Chief Working Agency

When Christ is recognized as the head of all our working forces, more and more thoroughly will
our institutions be cleansed from every common, worldly practice. The show and the pretense, and
many of the exhibitions that in the past have had a place in our schools, will find no place there when
teachers and students seek to carry out God's will on earth as it is done in heaven. Christ, as the chief
working agency, will mold and fashion characters after the divine order; and students and teachers,
realizing that they are preparing for the higher school in the courts above, will put away many things
that are now thought to be necessary, and will magnify and follow the methods of Christ. {CT 57.4}

The disciples had been much disappointed that Jesus had not tried to secure the
co-operation of the leaders in Israel. They felt that it was a mistake not to
strengthen His cause by securing the support of these influential men. If He had
repulsed Judas, they would, in their own minds, have questioned the wisdom of their Master.
The after history of Judas would show them the danger of allowing any worldly consideration

to have weight in deciding the fitness of men for the work of God. The co-operation of
such men as the disciples were anxious to secure would have betrayed the work

into the hands of its worst enemies. {DA 294.2}

The Seed= The Word Of God
Luke 8:11
11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

The Ground= The heart of the hearers

Luke 8:15

15 But that on the_good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience.

Did the Jewish leaders in Christ day sow the word of God in the hearts of the
people or were they sowing falsehood? Matthew 15:9-14

The teachers of Israel were not sowing the seed of the word of God. Christ's work
as a teacher of truth was in marked contrast to that of the rabbis of His time.
They dwelt upon traditions, upon human theories and speculations. Often that
which man had taught and written about the word, they put in place of the word itself. Their
teaching had no power to quicken the soul. The subject of Christ's teaching and
preaching was the word of God. He met questioners with a plain, "It is written." "What
saith the Scriptures?" "How readest thou?" At every opportunity, when an interest was
awakened by either friend or foe, He sowed the seed of the word. He who is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life, Himself the living Word, points to the Scriptures, saying, "They are they
which testify of Me." And "beginning at Moses and all the prophets," He opened to His
disciples "in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself." John 5:39; Luke
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24:27. {COL 38.3}
Christ's servants are to do the same work. {COL 39.1}

Christ had to break the chains

The interest of the people in Christ and His work had steadily increased. They were charmed with His
teaching, but they were also greatly perplexed. They had respected the priests and rabbis for their
intelligence and apparent piety. In all religious matters they had ever yielded implicit obedience to their
authority. Yet they now saw these men trying to cast discredit upon Jesus, a teacher whose virtue and
knowledge shone forth the brighter from every assault. They looked upon the lowering countenances of
the priests and elders, and there saw discomfiture and confusion. They marveled that the rulers would
not believe on Jesus, when His teachings were so plain and simple. They themselves knew not what
course to take. With eager anxiety they watched the movements of those whose counsel they had
always followed. {DA 611.1}

In the parables which Christ had spoken, it was His purpose both to warn the rulers and to instruct the
people who were willing to be taught. But there was need to speak yet more plainly. Through their
reverence for tradition and their blind faith in a corrupt priesthood, the people were

enslaved. These chains Christ must break. The character of the priests, rulers, and Pharisees must be
more fully exposed. {DA 611.2}

Where did Jesus encourage new converts to go and worship? John 4:20-24, 28-
30,39-42

The reception of the truth as it is in Jesus will make melody in the heart. Men will be blessed
in receiving the One in whom their hopes of eternal life are centered. And as far and as fast
as possible the standard of truth is to be uplifted among all nations. God never
designed that the light of truth should be centered and bound up in one locality.
For a time the Jewish nation was required to worship at Jerusalem. But Jesus
said to the Samaritan woman, "Believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye
know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh,
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship Him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship
Him in Spirit and in truth" (John 4:21-24). {10MR 242.2}

This is the work that is to be done. The truth is to be planted in every place to
which we can possibly gain access. Institutions are not to be crowded together in
any one place. God's truth is to be carried to regions which are barren of truth
and righteousness. {10MR 242.3}

Did God through His prophets condemn those sincere believers who worshipped

outside the temple due to evil practices, immorality, and error being promoted?
1 Samuel 2:12-17, 27-36, 1 Samuel 3:10-15, 18

This irreverence on the part of the priests soon robbed the service of its holy and solemn
significance, and the people "abhorred the offering of the Lord." The great antitypical sacrifice
to which they were to look forward was no longer recognized. "Wherefore the sin of the young
men was very great before the Lord." {PP 576.3}
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These unfaithful priests also transgressed God's law and dishonored their sacred office by
their vile and degrading practices; yet they continued to pollute by their presence the
tabernacle of God. Many of the people, filled with indignation at the corrupt
course of Hophni and Phinehas, ceased to come up to the appointed place of
worship. Thus the service which God had ordained was despised and neglected
because associated with the sins of wicked men, while those whose hearts were
inclined to evil were emboldened in sin. Ungodliness, profligacy, and even
idolatry prevailed to a fearful extent. {PP 576.4}

God held Elj, as a priest and judge of Israel, accountable for the moral and
religious standing of his people, and in a special sense for the character of his
sons. He should first have attempted to restrain evil by mild measures; but if
these did not avail, he should have subdued the wrong by the severest means. He
incurred the Lord's displeasure by not reproving sin and executing justice upon
the sinner. He could not be depended upon to keep Israel pure. Those who have
too little courage to reprove wrong, or who through indolence or lack of interest
make no earnest effort to purify the family or the church of God, are held
accountable for the evil that may result from their neglect of duty. We are just as
responsible for evils that we might have checked in others by exercise of parental
or pastoral authority as if the acts had been our own. {PP 578.2}

Jeremiah 23:1-2
1 Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

2 Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye
have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit
upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.

Jeremiah 10:21
21 For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall
not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.

Ezekiel 34:1-5

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus
saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed
themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?

3 Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the
flock.

4 The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither
have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven
away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled
them.

5 And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the
beasts of the field, when they were scattered.

We must do our part in sharing the word of God with others and leave the results
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with God!-Mark 4:26-27
Ecclesiastes 11:6

6 In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand: for thou knowest
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good.

We must have faith in God's word that it will do it's work on the hearts of the
people!

Isaiah 55:11
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

It grows but he knows not how?

Ecclesiastes 8:17

17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under
the sun: because though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall not find it; yea further;
though a wise man think to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it.

Ecclesiastes 11:5
5 As thou knowest not what is the way of the spirit, nor how the bones do grow in the womb

of her that is with child: even so thou knowest not the works of God who maketh all.

John 3:8
8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell

whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

God's gives the increase, not man!

1 Corinthians 3:5-9
5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord

gave to every man?

6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth
the increase.

8 Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own
reward according to his own labour.

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.

Isaiah 61:11

11 For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown
in it to spring forth; so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.

In doing this work, what is required of the sower?
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Luke 5:27-28
27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at the receipt

of custom: and he said unto him, Follow me.
28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

Luke 5:29-30

29 And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of
publicans and of others that sat down with them.

30 But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and
drink with publicans and sinners?

Luke 9:57-62
57 And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will

follow thee whithersoever thou goest.

58 And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of
man hath not where to lay his head.

59 And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my
father.

60 Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of
God.

61 And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them farewell, which
are at home at my house.

62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is
fit for the kingdom of God.

The work of the sower is a work of faith. The mystery of the germination and growth of the
seed he cannot understand. But he has confidence in the agencies by which God causes
vegetation to flourish. In casting his seed into the ground, he is apparently throwing away the
precious grain that might furnish bread for his family. But he is only giving up a present good
for a larger return. He casts the seed away, expecting to gather it manyfold in an abundant
harvest. So Christ's servants are to labor, expecting a harvest from the seed they sow. {COL

64.1}
Before the seed is sown what must be done?

Jeremiah 4:3 For thus saith the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem, Break up your
fallow ground, and sow not among thorns.

Hosea 10:12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground:
for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.

How did Christ break up the fallow ground?

Matthew 9:35
35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the
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people.

Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as
one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then He bade them, "Follow Me." {MH 143.3}

There is need of coming close to the people by personal effort. If less time were given to
sermonizing, and more time were spent in personal ministry, greater results would be seen. The poor
are to be relieved, the sick cared for, the sorrowing and the bereaved comforted, the ignorant instructed,
the inexperienced counseled. We are to weep with those that weep, and rejoice with those that rejoice.
Accompanied by the power of persuasion, the power of prayer, the power of the love of God, this work
will not, cannot, be without fruit. {MH 143.4}

"The government under which Jesus lived was corrupt and oppressive; on every hand were crying
abuses,—extortion, intolerance, and grinding cruelty. Yet the Saviour attempted no civil reforms. He
attacked no national abuses, nor condemned the national enemies. He did not interfere with the
authority or administration of those in power. He who was our example kept aloof from earthly
governments. Not because He was indifferent to the woes of men, but because the remedy did not lie in
merely human and external measures. To be efficient, the cure must reach men individually, and must
regenerate the heart." DA 509.3

The gospel is a wonderful simplifier of life's problems. {MH 363.1}

"No distinction on account of nationality, race, or caste, is recognized by God. He is the Maker of all
mankind. All men are of one family by creation, and all are one through redemption." Prophets &
Kings Pg. 369.3

1 Peter 2:21
21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps:

As in the natural, so in the spiritual sowing; the teacher of truth must seek to prepare the soil
of the heart; he must sow the seed; but the power that alone can produce life is from God.
There is a point beyond which human effort is in vain. While we are to preach the word, we
can not impart the power that will quicken the soul, and cause righteousness and praise to
spring forth. In the preaching of the word there must be the working of an agency beyond any
human power. Only through the divine Spirit will the word be living and powerful to renew
the soul unto eternal life. This is what Christ tried to impress upon His disciples. He taught
that it was nothing they possessed in themselves which would give success to their labors, but
that it is the miracle-working power of God which gives efficiency to His own word. {COL

63.3}

If we as sowers faithfully do the work God has given us to do what will be the
result?

Psalms 126:5-6
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5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with

rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.

Jesus, The Chief Sower, will rejoice!

Isaiah 53:11
11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

Zephaniah 3:17
17 The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy;

he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing.

Section 3: How To Bear Fruit Readyv For Harvest

How can I be apart of the harvest? Mark 4:28-29

You Must Grow How?

As the seed of wheat lies in the soil it needs sunshine(warmth), water and air in order to grow.
As in the natural so in the spiritual.

Once we surrender to the word by receiving it we must then live the life and grow spiritually.
Once we are justified(from guilty to not guilty) we must then be sanctified(by living a
righteous life)..

Romans 6:4
4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

The plant(wheat) growing in different stages represents us in our christian experience go
higher and higher.

What does the warmth from the sun represent?

The sun produces heat and fire

1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you:

1 Peter 4:13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

Mark 4:5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it
sprang up, because it had no depth of earth:
Mark 4:6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered
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away.

Mark 4:16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have
heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

Mark 4:17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when
affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.

Revelation 2:8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the
last, which was dead, and is alive;

Revelation 2:9 I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and 7 know the
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 2:10 Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of
you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto
death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

The heat represents the trails and test we must go through!

What does the water represent?

Ephesians 5:25-26
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

John 15:3
3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.

John 17:17
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.

1 Peter 1:22-23

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned
love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for ever.

Psalms 119:9-11

9 BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to
thy word.

10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.

11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

# 1 The water represents the cleansing & purifying power of the word by obedience to it!

Two types of rain water needed for the grain:
1. The early rain helps the grain to grow from seed to full grown

2. The latter rain ripens the fully grown grain for the harvest
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Hosea 6:1-3
1 Come, and let us return unto the LORD: for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath

smitten, and he will bind us up.

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his
sight.

3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the
morning; and_he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto
the earth.

Proverbs 1:23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make
known my words unto you.

Joel 2:28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young
men shall see visions:

Joel 2:29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out
my spirit.

How can I have this experience?

Acts 5:32
32 And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath
given to them that obey him.

#2 The Holyv Spirit power giving to those during the early rain to help them grow and in the
latter rain to ripen them for the harvest!

What does the air represent?

The air represents the atmosphere

Genesis 1:6-8

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the
waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morning were the second
day.

Psalms 33:6
6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of

his mouth.

The atmosphere must be the one created by God, through His spoken word! The atmosphere
of the home must be pure, the atmosphere of places of worship must be pure and the word
must be given, as Christians we must carry about us the atmosphere of heaven in order to be a
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blessing to others. The atmosphere is very important in bringing about growth.

The weeds & thorns must be removed out of our lives!

Luke 8:7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.

Luke 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth,
and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to
perfection.

1 Peter 2:1-2

1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings,
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:

The plant grows by receiving that which God has provided to sustain its life. It sends down its
roots into the earth. It drinks in the sunshine, the dew, and the rain. It receives the life-giving
properties from the air. So the Christian is to grow by co-operating with the divine agencies.
Feeling our helplessness, we are to improve all the opportunities granted us to gain a fuller
experience. As the plant takes root in the soil, so we are to take deep root in Christ. As the
plant receives the sunshine, the dew, and the rain, we are to open our hearts to the Holy
Spirit. The work is to be done "not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts." Zechariah 4:6. If we keep our minds stayed upon Christ, He will come unto us "as the
rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." Hosea 6:3. As the Sun of Righteousness, He
will arise upon us "with healing in His wings." Malachi 4:2. We shall "grow as the lily." We
shall "revive as the corn, and grow as the vine." Hosea 14:5, 7. By constantly relying upon
Christ as our personal Saviour, we shall grow up into Him in all things who is our head. {COL
66.1}

What does the harvest represent?

Revelation 14:14-16

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of
man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him that sat on the
cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of
the earth is ripe.

16 And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth; and the earth was reaped.

Jesus coming in glory!

Revelation 11:15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven,

saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.
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“When Christ entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary to perform the closing
work of the atonement, He committed to His servants the last message of mercy to be given to
the world. Such is the warning of the third angel of Revelation 14. Immediately following its

proclamation, the Son of man is seen by the prophet coming in glory to reap the harvest of the
earth.”

{E.G. White, The Story Of Redemption.} 379.1}

How close are we to the harvest? Very Close!

What will be said by those who are unready for the harvest? Does Jesus want
that to happen? How does He feel about lost souls? Jeremiah 8:20-22

Ezekiel 33:11
11 Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked;

but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why
will ye die, O house of Israel?

James 5:7-8
7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman

waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the
early and latter rain.
8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

"When the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come."
Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the
character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to claim them as His
own. {COL 69.1}

It is the privilege of every Christian not only to look for but to hasten the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, (2 Peter 3:12, margin). Were all who profess His name bearing fruit to His glory, how quickly
the whole world would be sown with the seed of the gospel. Quickly the last great harvest would be
ripened, and Christ would come to gather the precious grain. {COL 69.2}



