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End-Time Prep Series
Lesson 20: What Are Chasing Part 2

Sermon Bible Notes by Pastor O. Cary Rodgers

Knowledge and education...King Solomon was a true scientist, doctor, teacher, lawyer, 
engineer, business man, biologist, and researcher all wrapped in one person. There 
was none as educated and more knowledgeable than King Solomon.

Solomon built the most awesome temple of God... Also his own home took 13 years to 
build!

How much wealth did Solomon have?

1 Kings 10:14, 17-25

14  Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred 
threescore and six talents of gold, 

17  And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one 
shield: and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.

18  Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold.

19  The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round behind: and there were 
stays on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the stays.

20  And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there 
was not the like made in any kingdom.

21  And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of 
the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver: it was nothing accounted of in 
the days of Solomon.

22  For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three years 
came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.

23  So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom.

24  And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

25  And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and 
garments, and armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year.

 and cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the vale, for abundance. 

What was God's counsel to Solomon after the completion of the Lord house?

1 Kings 9:1-9

1  And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of the LORD, 
and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do,

2  That the LORD appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at 
Gibeon.



PathwayToPeace.net  2

3  And the LORD said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast 
made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for 
ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

4  And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in 
uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes 
and my judgments:

5  Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David 
thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel.

6  But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my 
commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other 
gods, and worship them:

7  Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which I 
have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a 
byword among all people:

8  And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall 
hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the LORD done thus unto this land, and to this house?

9  And they shall answer, Because they forsook the LORD their God, who brought forth their 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped 
them, and served them: therefore hath the LORD brought upon them all this evil.

Did Solomon stay true to the principles and commandments of God?  Did a wise man 
become foolish?

1 Kings 11:1-11

1  But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of 
Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;

2  Of the nations concerning which the LORD said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall 
not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away 
your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.

3  And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and 
his wives turned away his heart.

4  For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after 
other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David 
his father.

5  For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites.

6  And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did 
David his father.

7  Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill 
that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.
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8  And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their 
gods.

9  And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God
of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice,

10  And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: 
but he kept not that which the LORD commanded.

11  Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou 
hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend 
the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant.

It appeared that Solomon had it ALL... but what caused his spiritual downfall?

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. 

What is Solomon's main message to us as the Preacher?

Vanity, vanity, ALL is vanity.    

Ecclesiastes 1:2  Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.

Ecclesiastes 1:8-9, 12 - 18

8  All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the 
ear filled with hearing.

9  The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall 
be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.

12  I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.

13  And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done
under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.

14  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity and 
vexation of spirit.

15  That which is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be 
numbered.

16  I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate, and have gotten 
more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great 
experience of wisdom and knowledge.

17  And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this
also is vexation of spirit.

18  For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11



PathwayToPeace.net  4

1  I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, 
behold, this also is vanity.

2  I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

3  I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; 
and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they 
should do under the heaven all the days of their life.

4  I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:

5  I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:

6  I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:

7  I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great 
possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:

8  I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: 
I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical 
instruments, and that of all sorts.

9  So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my 
wisdom remained with me.

10  And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any 
joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.

11  Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit 
under the sun.

Ecclesiastes 5:10-13, 16

10  He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with 
increase: this is also vanity.

11  When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the 
owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?

12  The sleep of a labouring man is sweet, whether he eat little or much: but the abundance 
of the rich will not suffer him to sleep.

13  There is a sore evil which I have seen under the sun, namely, riches kept for the owners 
thereof to their hurt.

16  And this also is a sore evil, that in all points as he came, so shall he go: and what profit 
hath he that hath laboured for the wind?

“ The errors and follies of the present time are an exaggerated repetition of those of past 
ages. One generation after another give themselves up to the vain pursuit of peace and 
happiness in the world, a pursuit which ends in disappointment, and too often in despair. The 
way of true happiness remains the same in all ages. Patient continuance in well-doing will 
lead to honor, happiness, and eternal life.  {HR, June 1, 1878 par. 4}  
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What are some of the same lessons Jesus taught?

Matthew 16:26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

Luke 12:15-23

15  And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.

16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully:

17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to 
bestow my fruits?

18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I 
bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose 
shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23  The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

How does James describe life? 
James 4:14  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is 

even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 

What is the conclusion and appeal of Solomon's sermon as the Preacher?

Ecclesiastes 12: 8, 13, 14
8  Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.
13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: 

for this is the whole duty of man. 
14  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, 

or whether it be evil. 

ONLY what we do for Christ will last forever!

We don’t have to chase the truth, we must embrace the truth.


