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Pathway to Peace Ministries
KJV Bible Study Guide Lesson 30:

The RESURRECTIONS

John 5:24-29  Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.  (25)  Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: 
and they that hear shall live.  (26)  For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life 
in himself;  (27)  And hath given him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the Son of man.  (28)  
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,  (29)  And 
shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.

There is (1) a resurrection of the Righteous and (2) a resurrection of the Wicked. The purpose of this brief study is 
to understand the timing of the resurrection of the Righteous and the resurrection of the Wicked.

I. The timing for the Resurrection of the Righteous, in general, is at the second coming of Christ on the 
last day.

Isaiah 26:19  Thy dead men shall live, together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye that 
dwell in dust: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.
Psalms 49:15  But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17  (13)  But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  (14)  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him.  (15)  For this we say unto you by the 
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which
are asleep.  (16)  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  (17)  Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be with the Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:51-55  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  
(52)  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  (53)  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality.  (54)  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory.  (55)  O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?
John 11:24  Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
Revelation 20:5,6  But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the 
first resurrection.  (6)  Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death 
hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.
Daniel 12:13  But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the 
days.

When is the last day? 

Matthew 24:3  And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell 
us, when shall these things be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the 
world? 15  When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand 
in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand:)

Jesus answers the disciple's question about the timing for the end of the world.  Jesus told wise Bible students living at 
the end of time that when you shall see the sign of the “abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand
in the holy place”, then go to the prophecy given in Daniel 12 for understanding. 

Daniel 12:8-11  And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these 
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things?  (9)  And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the
end.  (10)  Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of 
the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.  (11)  And from the time that the daily 
sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a 
thousand two hundred and ninety days.

On the last day, at the end of the 1290 days referred to in Daniel 12:11, the dead in Christ shall rise at the second 
coming of Jesus Christ.

“Amid the reeling of the earth, the flash of lightning, and the roar of thunder, the voice of the 
Son of God calls forth the sleeping saints. He looks upon the graves of the righteous, then, 
raising His hands to heaven, He cries: "Awake, awake, awake, ye that sleep in the dust, and 
arise!" Throughout the length and breadth of the earth the dead shall hear that voice, and they 
that hear shall live. And the whole earth shall ring with the tread of the exceeding great army of 
every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. From the prison house of death they come, clothed 
with immortal glory, crying: "O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?" 1 
Corinthians 15:55. And the living righteous and the risen saints unite their voices in a long, glad 
shout of victory. 
     All come forth from their graves the same in stature as when they entered the tomb. Adam, 
who stands among the risen throng, is of lofty height and majestic form, in stature but little 
below the Son of God. He presents a marked contrast to the people of later generations; in this 
one respect is shown the great degeneracy of the race. But all arise with the freshness and vigor 
of eternal youth.”  The Great Controversy pages 644, 645  

A.  There is a special case for those who are Righteous that will be resurrected a little before the 
end of time.

Revelation 11:11-12  And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  (12)  And they heard a great 
voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their 
enemies beheld them.

“The graves were opened, and those who had died in faith under the third angel's message, 
keeping the Sabbath, came forth from their dusty beds, glorified, to hear the covenant of peace 
that God was to make with those who had kept His law.”  Early Writings p.285.1 
“Graves are opened, and "many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth. . . awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt." Daniel 12:2. All who have died in
the faith of the third angel's message come forth from the tomb glorified, to hear God's covenant
of peace with those who have kept His law.”  The Great Controversy p.637

THE COVENANT BLESSING OF PEACE
Daniel 12:12  Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days. 

The Covenant blessing of Peace is given at the end of the 1335 days.

“The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming, and delivering the 
everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His words roll through the earth. The Israel 
of God stand listening, with their eyes fixed upward. Their countenances are lighted up with His glory, and 
shine as did the face of Moses when he came down from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when 
the blessing is pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping His Sabbath holy, there is a mighty 
shout of victory.”  The Great Controversy p. 640.2  
    “Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a man's hand. It is the cloud which
surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be shrouded in darkness. The people of God know 
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this to be the sign of the Son of man. In solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming
lighter and more glorious, until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and above it the 
rainbow of the covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now a "Man of Sorrows," to drink the 
bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor in heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. "Faithful 
and True," "in righteousness He doth judge and make war." And "the armies which were in heaven" 
(Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a vast, unnumbered 
throng, attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filled with radiant forms--"ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands." No human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequate to 
conceive its splendor. "His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His brightness 
was as the light." Habakkuk 3:3,4. As the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye beholds the Prince of life. 
No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance 
outshines the dazzling brightness of the noonday sun. "And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name 
written, King of kings, and Lord of lords." Revelation 19:16.” Ellen White, The Great Controversy p. 640.3

The covenant blessing of peace “declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming”, implies that the covenant blessing precedes the 
second coming a little. “Soon” after the covenant blessing is given, Jesus comes in the clouds. 
The timing of the Covenant Blessing of Peace (special resurrection of the Righteous) is at the end of the 1335 days.  

II. The Resurrection of the Wicked, in general, is when Jesus comes at the end of the thousand years.  
Revelation 20:7-9  And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,  (8)  
And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather 
them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.  (9)  And they went up on the breadth of 
the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out 
of heaven, and devoured them.
Revelation 20:12-15  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: 
and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which 
were written in the books, according to their works.  (13)  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works.  (14)  And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  (15)  And whosoever 
was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.
Revelation 21:8  But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, 
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death.
Malachi 4:1-3  For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch.  (2)  But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise 
with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.  (3)  And ye shall tread down 
the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do this, saith the LORD of 
hosts.

At the end of the resurrection of the Wicked, those who die experience the “second death” where they will cease to 
exist forever.

A. There is a special case for the Wicked who pierced Christ who will be resurrected to see Him 
coming in the clouds in glory at the end of the 1290 days (among the same time as those resurrected in the
general resurrection of the Righteous) .

Daniel 12:2  And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.
Matthew 26:64  Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the 
Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Matthew 16:27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works.
Revelation 1:7  Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: 
and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.
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 "They also which pierced Him" (Revelation 1:7), those that mocked and derided Christ's dying 
agonies, and the most violent opposers of His truth and His people, are raised to behold Him in 
His glory and to see the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient.”  {Ellen White, The Great 
Controversy (GC) p. 637.1}
“Now, in regard to the coming of the Son of man, this will not take place until after the mighty 
earthquake shakes the earth. After the people have heard the voice of God they are in despair 
and trouble such as never was since there was a nation, and in this the people of God will suffer 
affliction. The clouds of heaven will clash, and there will be darkness. Then that voice comes 
from heaven, and the clouds begin to roll back like a scroll, and there is the bright, clear sign of 
the Son of man. The children of God know what that cloud means.  {Ellen White, Sermons And 
Talks Volume 1 (1SAT) 49.1}  
     The sound of music is heard, and as the cloud nears, the graves are opened and the dead are 
raised, and there are thousands of thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand of angels 
that compose that glory and encircle the Son of man. Those who have acted the most prominent 
part in the rejection and crucifixion of Christ come forth to see Him as He is, and those who 
have rejected Christ come up and see the saints glorified, and it is at that time that the 
saints are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and are caught up to 
meet their Lord in the air.  {1SAT 49.2}  
     The very ones who placed the purple robe upon Him, and put the crown of thorns upon His 
brow, and those who put the nails through His hands and feet, look upon Him and bewail. And 
this is the very sign of the coming of the Son of man.”  {1SAT 49.3}    

The honor placed upon the loyal and obedient” is the when “they see the saints glorified, and it is at that time 
that the saints are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, and are caught up to meet their Lord in the 
air.”  This is a part of the honor placed upon the loyal and obedient but the final honor for the loyal and obedient
is yet to be seen.  

But those who frame these excuses will never realize the greatness and terribleness of the 
consequences until they shall personally see the saints of God welcomed into the heaven of bliss,
and they themselves left outside. What would they not then give to be received into the mansions
Jesus has gone to prepare for His guests?  {The Bible Echo (BEcho), October 28, 1895 par. 5}   
 
“There are those who mocked Christ in His humiliation. With thrilling power come to their 
minds the Sufferer's words, when, adjured by the high priest, He solemnly declared: "Hereafter 
shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven." Matthew 26:64. Now they behold Him in His glory,   and they are yet to see   Him sitting
on the right hand of power.” The Great Controversy p. 643.1
Those who derided His claim to be the Son of God are speechless now. There is the haughty 
Herod who jeered at His royal title and bade the mocking soldiers crown Him king. There are the
very men who with impious hands placed upon His form the purple robe, upon His sacred brow 
the thorny crown, and in His unresisting hand the mimic scepter, and bowed before Him in 
blasphemous mockery. The men who smote and spit upon the Prince of life now turn from His 
piercing gaze and seek to flee from the overpowering glory of His presence. Those who drove 
the nails through His hands and feet, the soldier who pierced His side, behold these marks with 
terror and remorse.  {GC 643.2}  
     With awful distinctness do priests and rulers recall the events of Calvary. With shuddering 
horror they remember how, wagging their heads in satanic exultation, they exclaimed: "He saved 
others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe Him. He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now, if He will have 
Him." Matthew 27:42, 43.  {GC 643.3}  
     Vividly they recall the Saviour's parable of the husbandmen who refused to render to their 
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lord the fruit of the vineyard, who abused his servants and slew his son. They remember, too, the 
sentence which they themselves pronounced: The lord of the vineyard "will miserably destroy 
those wicked men." In the sin and punishment of those unfaithful men the priests and elders see 
their own course and their own just doom. And now there rises a cry of mortal agony. Louder 
than the shout, "Crucify Him, crucify Him," which rang through the streets of Jerusalem, swells 
the awful, despairing wail, "He is the Son of God! He is the true Messiah!" They seek to flee 
from the presence of the King of kings. In the deep caverns of the earth, rent asunder by the 
warring of the elements, they vainly attempt to hide.  {GC 643.4}

This special case of the Wicked will see Jesus coming in the clouds in glory and then die again.

Even though this special case of the Wicked see Christ coming in the clouds in glory at this time, they do not see 
the final coronation of Christ sitting on the right hand of power and the final reward of the loyal and obedient 
until after the thousand years expire and they are resurrected along with the general resurrection of the Wicked..  

Job 19:25  For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth:

“At the close of the thousand years the second resurrection will take place. Then the wicked will 
be raised from the dead and appear before God for the execution of "the judgment written." Thus
the revelator, after describing the resurrection of the righteous, says: "The rest of the dead lived 
not again until the thousand years were finished." Revelation 20:5. And Isaiah declares, 
concerning the wicked: "They shall be gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and 
shall be shut up in the prison, and after many days shall they be visited." Isaiah 24:22.”  {GC 
661.2} 
“At the close of the thousand years, Christ again returns to the earth. He is accompanied by the 
host of the redeemed and attended by a retinue of angels. As He descends in terrific majesty He 
bids the wicked dead arise to receive their doom. They come forth, a mighty host, numberless as 
the sands of the sea. What a contrast to those who were raised at the first resurrection! The 
righteous were clothed with immortal youth and beauty. The wicked bear the traces of disease 
and death.”  {GC 662.1}   
“Christ descends upon the Mount of Olives, whence, after His resurrection, He ascended, and 
where angels repeated the promise of His return. Says the prophet: "The Lord my God shall 
come, and all the saints with Thee." "And His feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of 
Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst 
thereof, . . . and there shall be a very great valley." "And the Lord shall be king over all the earth:
in that day shall there be one Lord, and His name one." Zechariah 14:5, 4, 9. As the New 
Jerusalem, in its dazzling splendor, comes down out of heaven, it rests upon the place purified 
and made ready to receive it, and Christ, with His people and the angels, enters the Holy City.  
{GC 662.3}”  
“Now Christ again appears to the view of His enemies. Far above the city, upon a 
foundation of burnished gold, is a throne, high and lifted up. Upon this throne sits the Son 
of God, and around Him are the subjects of His kingdom. The power and majesty of Christ 
no language can describe, no pen portray. The glory of the Eternal Father is enshrouding His 
Son. The brightness of His presence fills the City of God, and flows out beyond the gates, 
flooding the whole earth with its radiance.  {GC 665.1}  
     Nearest the throne are those who were once zealous in the cause of Satan, but who, plucked as
brands from the burning, have followed their Saviour with deep, intense devotion. Next are those
who perfected Christian characters in the midst of falsehood and infidelity, those who honored 
the law of God when the Christian world declared it void, and the millions, of all ages, who were
martyred for their faith. And beyond is the "great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, . . . before the throne, and before the Lamb, 



PathwaytoPeace,net  6

clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands." Revelation 7:9. Their warfare is ended, their 
victory won. They have run the race and reached the prize. The palm branch in their hands is a
symbol of their triumph, the white robe an emblem of the spotless righteousness of Christ 
which now is theirs.  {GC 665.2}  
     The redeemed raise a song of praise that echoes and re-echoes through the vaults of heaven: 
"Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." Verse 10. And angel 
and seraph unite their voices in adoration. As the redeemed have beheld the power and malignity 
of Satan, they have seen, as never before, that no power but that of Christ could have made them 
conquerors. In all that shining throng there are none to ascribe salvation to themselves, as if they 
had prevailed by their own power and goodness. Nothing is said of what they have done or 
suffered; but the burden of every song, the keynote of every anthem, is: Salvation to our God and
unto the Lamb. {GC 665.3} 
     In the presence of the assembled inhabitants of earth and heaven the final coronation of 
the Son of God takes place. And now, invested with supreme majesty and power, the King of 
kings pronounces sentence upon the rebels against His government and executes justice upon 
those who have transgressed His law and oppressed His people. Says the prophet of God: "I saw 
a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; 
and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works." 
Revelation 20:11, 12.” {GC 666.1}  
     “The whole wicked world stand arraigned at the bar of God on the charge of high treason 
against the government of heaven. They have none to plead their cause; they are without excuse; 
and the sentence of eternal death is pronounced against them.  {GC 668.2}  
     It is now evident to all that the wages of sin is not noble independence and eternal life, but 
slavery, ruin, and death. The wicked see what they have forfeited by their life of rebellion. 
The far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory was despised when offered them; but how 
desirable it now appears. "All this," cries the lost soul, "I might have had; but I chose to put these
things far from me. Oh, strange infatuation! I have exchanged peace, happiness, and honor for 
wretchedness, infamy, and despair." All see that their exclusion from heaven is just. By their 
lives they have declared: "We will not have this Man [Jesus] to reign over us."  {GC 668.3}  
     As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of God. They see in 
His hands the tables of the divine law, the statutes which they have despised and transgressed. 
They witness the outburst of wonder, rapture, and adoration from the saved; and as the wave of 
melody sweeps over the multitudes without the city, all with one voice exclaim, "Great and 
marvelous are Thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints" 
(Revelation 15:3); and, falling prostrate, they worship the Prince of life.”  {GC 668.4}  
     "Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for Thou only art holy: for all 
nations shall come and worship before Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest." Verse 4. 
Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made plain. The 
results of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view 
of all created intelligences. The working out of Satan's rule in contrast with the government of 
God has been presented to the whole universe. Satan's own works have condemned him. God's 
wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicated. It is seen that all His dealings in 
the great controversy have been conducted with respect to the eternal good of His people and the 
good of all the worlds that He has created. "All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thy 
saints shall bless Thee." Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will stand to all eternity as a witness
that with the existence of God's law is bound up the happiness of all the beings He has 
created. With all the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole universe, both loyal and 
rebellious, with one accord declare: "Just and true are Thy ways, Thou King of saints."  {GC 
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670.3} 
     Before the universe has been clearly presented the great sacrifice made by the Father and the 
Son in man's behalf. The hour has come when Christ occupies His rightful position and is 
glorified above principalities and powers and every name that is named. It was for the joy that 
was set before Him--that He might bring many sons unto glory--that He endured the cross and 
despised the shame. And inconceivably great as was the sorrow and the shame, yet greater is the 
joy and the glory. He looks upon the redeemed, renewed in His own image, every heart bearing 
the perfect impress of the divine, every face reflecting the likeness of their King. He beholds in 
them the result of the travail of His soul, and He is satisfied. Then, in a voice that reaches the 
assembled multitudes of the righteous and the wicked, He declares: "Behold the purchase of My 
blood! For these I suffered, for these I died, that they might dwell in My presence throughout 
eternal ages." And the song of praise ascends from the white-robed ones about the throne: 
"Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and 
honor, and glory, and blessing." Revelation 5:12.  {GC 671.1}    

Ellen White gives the order of events of the last days.  An understanding of the timelines given in Daniel 12:7,11,12 
of the 1260, 1290 and the1335 gives even more specific details for those living within the timelines given in Daniel 
12.

Let us read and study the twelfth chapter of Daniel. It is a warning that we shall all need to understand 
before the time of the end. There are ministers claiming to believe the truth who are not sanctified through the
truth. Unless a change comes in their lives, they will say, "My Lord delayeth His coming."  {15MR 228.2} 

Please refer to the book Timelines For the Faithful for more details. If you do not have the book you can 
download it free from the website: 
http://pathwaytopeacebooks.com/images/Downloads/Ebook_Timelines_For_The_Faithful.pdf 
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